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1. Introduction

Flood management in the Netherlands

Since many centuries, the Netherlands gathered experience in protection against flooding danger coming from the
North Sea and from the rivers Rhine and Maas (Meuse). With 26 % of the Dutch land surface lying below sea
level, it is not surprising that 59 % of the land surface is prone to flooding (see Fig. 1.1).

Figure 1.1.: Map of the Netherlands showing the flood prone areas, with the dutch province of Limburg shown in
red (modified from [1]; NAP = Normaal Amsterdams Peil, which corresponds roughly to the average
sea level).
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